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January 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Benson Primary Parents, 
 
 
During the weeks of January 23-February 3, 2012, students in preschool through second 

grade will be taking the online assessment, Children’s Progress. This assessment 

evaluates reading and math skills and will be taken during the school day in the computer 

lab during a 45-60 minute period. 

 

Your child’s Children’s Progress results will be sent home to you during the week of 

February 6, 2012. Please feel free to contact me at 630-773-0554 should you have any 

questions regarding this assessment.  

 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Dawn Turner, Ed.D. 
Principal, Benson Primary School 
 
 



TO ALL BENSON PRIMARY PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
 

 
 

Cold Weather is Here! 
 

When weather permits, we will go outside with the students at noon recess.  
 
Necessary cold weather clothing . . .  
 
 on any day includes: winter coat, hat and gloves 
 
 on any day when it snows: winter coat, hat, gloves and boots 
 
 to play in the snow: winter coat, hat, gloves, boots, and snow pants 
 
Extra clothes at school: 
 
Several times this school year, there have been children who have needed their 
parents to bring them a change of clothes for a variety of reasons.  Therefore, 
we are requesting that you send a change of clothes for your child to keep in 
his/her locker.  This should include pants, shirt, socks, and underwear all 
placed in a plastic bag.  As with other items your child brings to school, it is 
important that you write your child’s name in each item in case they are lost. 
 
The temperature will be checked daily.  If the temperature is 20 degrees or 
below, the children will not go outside for recess. 
 
If the temperature is above 20 degrees, per our student/parent handbook the 
children will have recess outdoors. We also use this guideline for lining up 
outside in the morning and afternoon. 
 

ALL CHILDREN WILL GO OUT TO RECESS UNLESS EXCUSED WITH A 
NOTE FROM THEIR DOCTOR. 

 
Don’t Forget Your Gym Shoes 

 
With cold and boot weather upon us, parents are reminded that students need 
to bring shoes to school.  It is also important that students bring tennis shoes 
(not black soled) on physical education days. 
 

Clothing Donations Welcome 
 
We often have students that do not have additional clothing available to them 
when needed. If you have clothing or winter gear that you would like to donate 
to the school, please send it directly to the school office marked, “DONATION” 
Thank you! 



2012-13  K-Prep Registration Information 
 

Registration for the 2012-12 District #10 Kindergarten Preparation Program will 
take place for District #10 residents on Tuesday, January 17, 2012, at 8:00 a.m. at 
the following location: 

Benson Primary School 
301 East Washington Street 

Itasca, Illinois 60143 
630-773-0554 

 
Children must reach the age of 4 on or before September 1, 2012 to be eligible for this 
preschool program. Registration is completed on a first come, first served basis. Classes 
are limited to a minimum of 17 and a maximum of 18 students in the Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday A.M. session. A minimum of 10 students and a maximum of 11 
students will be accepted for the Monday, Wednesday, Friday P.M. session.  All K-Prep 
programs are housed within Benson Primary School. 
 
Two K-Prep options will be offered for the 2012-13 school year and are as follows: 
 
Option 1 Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:05 am-11:45 am 
Option 2 Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 12:32-3:20 pm 
 
Please bring the following with you on January 17, 2012: 
 

• Driver’s license or other proof of District #10 residency 
• $50.00 deposit (cash or check is acceptable, checks should be written out to Itasca 

School District #10) 
 
Registration packets must be completed and returned to Benson Primary School by 
no later than May 14, 2012, as registration for the 2012-13 as the K-Prep Program 
closes by the end of that school day. 
 
The tuition rate for option 1 is $1700.00. The tuition rate for option 2 is $1800.00. All 
tuition includes a $50.00 non-refundable deposit. Tuition should be paid in full at 
registration or must be received as follows: 
 

• $50.00 at registration (non-refundable) 
• Balance paid in full within 30 days of registration 

 
 

K-Prep registration for residents outside of District #10 will open on  
March 30, 2012 

 
 



ROUND-UP AND SCREENING 
FOR  

PRESCHOOL 
(Children 3-4 Years of Age) 

               
 
PRESCHOOL ROUND-UP – January 10, 2012 
 
Children reaching the age of 4 on or before September 1, 2012 are eligible to enroll in Itasca School 
District #10’s preschool for the 2012-2013 school year.  The district’s preschool is referred to as the 
Kindergarten-Preparation class.  Both Itasca District #10 residents and non-residents are eligible to 
enroll their children.  However, because of the demand, registration will be open first to District #10 
residents—from January 17th through March 30th, 2012.  Thereafter, District #10 residents and non-
residents may register.      
 
To familiarize next year’s preschool students and parents to the program, District #10 is offering a  
Preschool Round-up on Tuesday, January 10th, 2012.  The Kindergarten-Preparation Round-Up will 
be held at Benson Primary School (301 E. Washington Street) in room #2.  The Preschool Round-Up 
will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
The purpose of the Preschool Round-Up is to familiarize the children with the classroom while 
interacting with the teacher.  Also, parents will be provided with an overview of the program.  
 
Again, please join us for this event.  Please share this information with other families that you know this 
will affect.  If you have questions, please contact Dr. Dawn Turner at the Benson Primary School office 
at (630) 773-0554, ext. 3030. 
               
 
PRESCHOOL SCREENING – February 7, 2012 
 
The purpose of the screening is to enable the school district to determine if a child needs assistance in 
the areas of speech and language, basic concepts, motor skills or hearing and vision.  The school district 
provides programs to help students improve in areas of concern that appear during screening.  Students 
should wear tennis shoes for the screening activities. 
 
PLEASE CALL BENSON PRIMARY SCHOOL AT 630-773-0554 FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT OR MORE INFORMATION 

 
 
*Please share this information regarding screenings with other families that you know this will affect. 
                             

 
 
 



REGISTRATION, PARENT ORIENTATION AND  
SCREENING 

FOR  
KINDERGARTEN  

               
 

KINDERGARTEN  REGISTRATION & PARENT ORIENTATION MEETING –  
February 29, 2012. 
 
Itasca School District #10 will be having a Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting in 
which registration forms for the 2012-2013 school year will be distributed and procedures will be 
reviewed.  The registration information is for children who will be entering kindergarten during the fall of 
2012.  The Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
February 29th, at Benson Primary School. The evening begins with a tour at 6:00 p.m. followed by a 
meeting at 6:30 p.m.  It is to be emphasized that Kindergarten Registration pertains to all students within 
Itasca School District #10 boundaries who are entering kindergarten during the 2012-2013 school year.  Age 
eligibility is determined by those children reaching the age of 5 on or before September 1, 2012. The  
Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting is for parents only.   
 
An opportunity for children to become familiar with the school will be made available in late August at 
a Kindergarten Meet & Greet.  More information will follow at a later date. 
 
If you have a school-age kindergarten student for 2012-2013, we hope you will join us at the Benson 
Primary School Kindergarten Registration Meeting.  Please share this information with other families 
that you know this will affect. 
 
               
 
KINDERGARTEN SCREENING – February 7th, 2012 
 
Itasca District #10 will be conducting their annual Kindergarten Screening for children reaching the age 
of 5 on or before September 1, 2012.  The Kindergarten screening for students entering kindergarten 
during the 2012-2013 school year will be on February 7, 2012.   
 
Students involved in this year’s Kindergarten Screening should ONLY be those students who have not 
previously participated in District 10’s screening opportunities in prior years or if parents have concerns 
about their child.  
 
Children will be screened in the areas of speech and language, basic concepts, motor skills, hearing and 
vision.  The school district provides programs to help students who need improvement in these areas.  
Call Benson Primary School at 630-773-0554 for an appointment.  Children should wear tennis shoes to 
the Kindergarten Screening. 
 
Kindergarten Screening is not a requirement for kindergarten. 



REGISTRATION AND PARENT ORIENTATION  
FOR  

KINDERGARTEN  
               

 
KINDERGARTEN  REGISTRATION & PARENT ORIENTATION MEETING –  
February 29, 2012 
 
Itasca School District #10 will be having a Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting in 
which registration forms for the 2012-2013 school year will be distributed and procedures will be 
reviewed.  The registration information is for children who will be entering kindergarten during the fall of 
2012.  The Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
February 29, at Benson Primary School. The evening begins with a tour at 6:00 p.m. followed by a 
meeting at 6:30 p.m.  It is to be emphasized that Kindergarten Registration pertains to all students within 
Itasca School District #10 boundaries who are entering kindergarten during the 2012-2013 school year.  Age 
eligibility is determined by those children reaching the age of 5 on or before September 1, 2012. The  
Kindergarten Registration & Parent Orientation Meeting is for parents only.   
 
An opportunity for children to become familiar with the school will be made available in late August at 
a Kindergarten Meet & Greet.  More information will follow at a later date. 
 
If you have a school-age kindergarten student for 2012-2013, we hope you will join us at the Benson 
Primary School Kindergarten Registration Meeting.  Please share this information with other families 
that you know this will affect. 
               

 
REGISTRATION  

FOR  
PRESCHOOL 

 
Preschool Registration in District #10 January 17, 2012 

 
Children reaching the age of 4 on or before September 1, 2012, are eligible to enroll in Itasca School 
District #10’s preschool for the 2012-2013 school year.  The district’s preschool is referred to as the 
kindergarten-preparation class. 
 
Both Itasca District #10 residents and non-residents are eligible to enroll their children.  However, 
because of the demand, registration will be open first to District #10 residents from Tuesday, January 
17, through Friday, March 30, 2012.  Thereafter, District #10 residents and non-residents may register. 
 
Preschool Registration will occur on Tuesday, January 17th at 8:00 a.m. at Raymond Benson 
Primary School, 301 E. Washington Street, Itasca, IL 60143 
 
For more information, call the Benson School Office at 630-773-0554. 
 



 

Early Childhood Chat 
 

Congratulations to all 
of the Early Childhood 
and K-Prep friends for a 
wonderful Winter show.  
Thanks to all who 
donated time and 
volunteered their time to 
make the concert a hit! 

While we prepared for our upcoming 
break, we finished up learning about ants 
and have begun reviewing the rules of the 
classroom. The children are going to be 
picking a new unit within the next week. 

  We are excited to hear about the fun 
they had with their families while they were 
on break.  Send a story in with or without 
pictures for us to share with each other!   

Thank you to the parents who 
volunteered for the party and planned the 
fun activities.  We are excited to be back at 
school and back to work! 

Welcome Back To School  ~ The EC Staff 



December News from K-Prep 
 
The K-Prep students did such a great job at 
our Winter Performance!  Our class survey 
showed that everyone in our room celebrates 
Christmas!  We’ve spent the month getting 
ready for this holiday.  I asked the 
students what their favorite part of 
Christmas is; these are some of their 
different answers: 
 
• We get presents. 
• Making my tree. 
• Toys 
• Decorations 
• Candy 
• I like when I put the angel on the tree. 
• I like snowflakes, trees, and candy 
canes. 

• I like the Christmas tree when we turn 
the light on. 

• Train stuff 
• I like to make snowmen. 
• I like to plug in the tree. 
• I like to play in the snow. 
• Opening my presents.  



KINDERGAREN NEWS 
 
WOW, is it 2012 already!!  During December 
we learned about the different holidays 
celebrated at that time of the year.  We 
read stories, did projects and learned about 
the traditions of Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
Kwanzaa.   
 
The language activities we focused on 
included the letter; Nn and we continued 
working on blending sounds to read and make 
words.  The blends are at, am, and ap.  
Rhyming has also been a big part of our 
language activities. We are rhyming real and 
nonsense words, filling in a riddle with the 
missing rhyming word, and producing our own 
words that rhyme.  Finally, we spent a lot 
of time producing the initial sounds of 
words.  The students are not naming the 
letter; rather they are producing the sound 
they hear at the beginning of a word. 
 
The main focus in math has been recognizing 
a ten frame, ordering numbers from 0-10, and 
learning to use the vocabulary greater/more 
and fewer/less when comparing numbers. 
 
We are counting down the days to the 100th 
day of school!! 
 
 
 



 
 

News from First Grade 
 
The first graders have gotten back into the school routine very 
nicely. 
 
We will be starting to learn about Solids and Liquids in Science.  
We will be learning about properties such as opaque and 
transparent. 
 
The first graders have been working on the next basal – Here and 
There.  Please keep up the great work at home of practicing the 
story/word wall words. 
 
In Math, the first graders are working on Comparing and 
Ordering Numbers to 100.  Our next chapter will be on Tens and 
Ones. 
 
A little winter reminder, please remember to have the kids dress 
warmly.  We try to get them outside as much as possible.  When 
there is snow, the kids need to wear the proper clothes to be able 
to play in it (boots, hat, gloves, and snow pants).  Along with going 
out and playing in the snow comes the possibility of wet clothes.  
Please make sure your child has an extra set of clothes and socks 
in his or her locker in case the need ever arises. 
 
The end of the second quarter is upon us and the first grade 
team would like to thank each of you for your continued support 
of your first grader.  Your help makes a world of difference. 



News from Second Grade 
 

Happy New Year!  During the first part of January we will 
continue studying the theme “Our World” in the basal series.  
Towards the end of January, we will start a new theme called, 
“Imagine That!”, which has stories that reveal how imagination and 
creativity help people solve problems and express ideas.   
 
Speaking of solving problems, we’ll be solving subtraction problems 
with regrouping in math this month.  Then, we’ll be exploring place 
value to 1,000. 
 
Our exploration doesn’t stop there.  We’ll be studying 
matter/energy and magnets in science.  We will be busy 
investigating heat energy and the properties of solids, liquids, and 
gases.  Then like busy little bees we’ll move on to magnets.  We’ll 
investigate the parts of a magnet, what magnets are, what’s 
attracted to them, etc.  When we are finished experimenting with 
magnets, we will discuss our muscles in health and how they work 
together with the rest of our skeleton.   
 
Finally, in writing, we will implement the 6+1 Trait known as 
Sentence Fluency.  This refers to the flow and rhythm of writing.  
We’ll practice writing sentences of varying lengths and reading 
them aloud to hear the fluency. 
 
Keep up the great work in 2012! 



Save  the  date ! 
 

1 s t Gra de  Mus ic  Info rma nc e  
An informal pe r formance  bas e d on 

 

“King  B idg o o d’s  in the  B a thtub” 
A book by Audre y Wood 

 

Re told by Be ns on 1 s t grade  s tude nts   
with mus ical ide as  by Judith Cole  

    
 

Frida y ,  Fe brua ry  3 ,  2 0 1 1  
Be ns on Pr imary School Gym 

 
Lo o k fo r s pe c if ic  t ime s  to  be  po s te d  s o o n! 

 

Stude nts  will pe r form s ongs  and activitie s  from the ir  mus ic clas s  curr iculum.  Come  ge t a  
fir s t hand look into your  child’s  mus ic clas s  e xpe r ie nce !  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Wha t is  a n info rma nc e ? 
An informance  is  a  pe r formance  tha t informs  pare nts  and audie nce  me mbe rs  about 
grade - le ve l cur r iculum, da ily mus ic  ac tivitie s , and s pe cific  s ubje c t conte nt tha t 
was  addre s s e d by a  pie ce  of mus ic .  Its  name  is  de r ive d from a  combination of 
“info rmation,” “info rmal,” and “pe r fo rma nc e .” 



 
 

Welcome back from Winter Break!  The first graders are learning the similarities 
and differences between circles and ovals and will be using this to create their own 
“Snovals”.  By using several different materials, including paper, fabric, buttons, and 
other decorative items, our first graders will create charming one of a kind characters that 
share the characteristics of snowmen.  Soon after, they will be reading “The Legend of 
the Bluebonnet” by Tomie dePaola.  We will discuss the bluebonnet flower, which this 
story is focused on, and by using stitching and appliqué techniques we will create our 
own fiber collage.  We will also use finger-printing techniques to add a personal touch to 
our “Bluebonnets”. 
 The second graders have discovered printmaking techniques, as well as radial 
designs, and have finished their superb looking “Poinsettia Prints”!  They will soon begin 
experimenting with clay and will begin to create their own sculptures by learning how to 
pinch the clay into hollow spheres, as well as connecting clay bodies together using the 
score and slip method.  They will put the finishing touch on their “Pinch Pot Animals” by 
adding several layers of glossy glaze. 
 Student art work will be displayed throughout the school as well as the 
community, including locations such as the District Office and Starbucks!  Please stop by 
these locations to see all of our wonderful art work!  The artwork shown is selected 
randomly and is changed every few weeks or so.  I am very proud to be able showcase 
the students’ artwork within the community! 
 Parents, if you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call 
or email; I appreciate all parents’ input!   
 
Eric Whitney                                            
Art Teacher 
Benson/Franzen 
630-773-4018 
ewhitney@itasca.k12.il.us 
 








	1. Calendar
	Microsoft Word - 2. Children's Progress memo to parents  winter 2011.doc
	Microsoft Word - 3. Cold Weather is Here memo.doc
	Microsoft Word - 4. K-Prep registration reminders  for 2012-13.doc
	Microsoft Word - 5. ALL4ADS for 2012-13 to be sent to secretaries for distribution.DOC
	Microsoft Word - 6. ALL4ADS for 2012-13.DOC
	Microsoft Word - 7. EC.doc
	Microsoft Word - 8. K-Prep.doc
	Microsoft Word - 9. Kdg.doc
	Microsoft Word - 10. first grade.doc
	Microsoft Word - 11. 2nd grade.doc
	Microsoft Word - 12. 1st Grade informance invitation 2011.doc
	Microsoft Word - 13. Art News January.doc
	14. School Closing info for bulletin
	15. Building Readers

